LEGAL ADVOCACY

C HELD

CTIMS OF
D@MEST’EG & SEXUAL
VIOLENCE

Edited By:
KATHY SKAGGS, ESQ

Produced by the
Tennessee Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
2003

For Further Information
TCADSV
P.O. Box 120972
Nashville, TN 37212
615 386-9406

615 383-2967 (fax)

tcadsv@tcadsv.org
www.tcadsv.org



ABOUT THE EDITOR

Kathy Skaggs, Esquire

Kathy Skaggs is the staff attorney for TCADSYV and has worked in the field of domestic
and sexual violence for more than twenty years. Receiving her law degree from New
York University in 1981, she practiced law with the Legal Aid Society of Middle
Tennessee in Gallatin for eight years and is a co-founder of the Tennessee Coalition
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence and HomeSafe. She is the editor of the
Tennessee Domestic Abuse Benchbook , author of Legal Advocacy for Victims of
Domestic and Sexual Violence, and a frequent trainer on domestic and sexual violence
and legal advocacy.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Tennessee Bar Foundation IOLTA Program is a supporter of TCADSV.



Legal Advocacy for Child Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence

Table of Contents

Introduction

Child Pornography

e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Protecting Children in the Tennessee Judicial Systems, by S.
Carran Daughtrey, Esq.

e Child Pornography, taken from http://www.ecpat.net/eng/
CSEC/faq/faq5.asp (6/6/03)

e Online Child Pornography Innocent Images National
Initiative, from http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/cac/innocent.htm
(6/4/03).

Parenting Plans and Mediation in Domestic Violence Cases

e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Parenting Issues in Domestic Abuse Cases, by Kathy Skaggs,
Esq.

e Divorce Has a Devastating Effect on Children, by L. Patricia
Mock, Esq.

e Statutory Authority, compiled by L. Patricia Mock, Esq.

e Mediator Screening Questions for Domestic Violence/
Screening and Triage Flowchart/Suggested Questions for
Domestic Violence Screening, excerpted from Tennessee
Parenting Plan Manual, prepared by Nancy M. Ridge,
published by the Tennessee Administrative Office of the
Courts.

e Parenting Plan Forms, excerpted from Tennessee Parenting
Plan Manual, prepared by Nancy M. Ridge, published by the
Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts.

e Custody & Visitation Decision-Making When There Are
Allegations of Domestic Violence, by Barbara J. Hart, Esq.,
from http://www.mincava.umn.edu/hart/telecon.htm (5/19/03).

e The Parenting of Men Who Batter, by Lundy Bancroft, from
Court Review, Summer 2002.

e Screening for Domestic Violence, by Julie Kunce Field, from
Court Review, Summer 2002.

Ethical Issues
e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.
e [Ethical Issues When Children Are Involved in Sexual Assault
and Domestic Violence: An Overview of Tennessee Law, by
Kathy Skaggs, Esq.



¢ Confidentiality For Domestic Violence Service Providers In
Arizona Under Federal And State Law, Arizona Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, June 2001

Expert Witnesses on Domestic Violence in Child Custody Cases

e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Developing Officers as Expert Witnesses, by Lt. Mark Wynn

e Guidelines for Selecting an Expert Witness, by Terry Risolo,
Psy.D., excerpted from Family Violence Department of the
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges,
Managing Your Divorce: A Guide for Battered Women (1998).

e Dealing with Complex Evidence of Domestic Violence: A
Primer for the Civil Bench, by Jane H. Aiken and Jane C.
Murphy, from Court Review, Summer 2002.

Criminal Injuries Compensation for Child Victims of Sexual Assault

e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund: Financial Assistance
for Victims of Crime, by Amy Dunlap

e Criminal Injuries Compensation Program: Frequently Asked
Questions

e Victim Compensation and Sexual Assault Victims: The Law at
a Glance, compiled by Candice Cook, J.D.

e Criminal Injuries Compensation for Statutory Rape Victims,
by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

Interjurisdictional Child Custody Issues for Victims of Domestic Violence

e Interjurisdictional Child Custody Cases: Using State &
Federal Laws to Protect Survivors of Domestic Violence &
Their Children, by Danielle G. Van Ess, Esq.

e Relocation: Things You Should Know Before You Relocate
With Your Children, by Billie Lee Dunford-Hackson, J.D.,
excerpted from Family Violence Department of the National
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Managing Your
Divorce: A Guide for Battered Women (1998).

Adolescents as Perpetrators of Domestic and Sexual Violence

e Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Adolescents as Perpetrators of Domestic and Sexual Violence,
by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

e Treatment of the Juvenile Sex Offender within the Criminal
Justice and Mental Health Systems, by Howard E. Barbaree
and Franca A. Cortoni, and Cognitive Behavioral Treatment of
the Juvenile Sex Offender, by Judith V. Becker and Meg S.
Kaplan, in The Juvenile Sex Offender by Howard E. Barbaree,
Ed.

i



Intersection of Domestic Violence and Child Abuse

Other Materials

Introduction, by Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

The Intersection of Domestic Violence and Child
Neglect/Abuse, by David Kozlowski

In re: Lonell J., 673 N.Y.Supp.2d 116 (1998)

Children of Domestic Violence: Risks and Remedies, by
Barbara J. Hart, Esq.

Problems Associated with Children Witnessing Domestic
Violence, by Jeffrey L. Edelson, Ph.D., excerpted from Family
Violence Department of the National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges, Managing Your Divorce: A Guide for
Battered Women (1998).

Parental Abduction and Domestic Violence, by Barbara J.
Hart, Esq.

Evaluating the Underground Option [author unknown]
Child Safety Plan, excerpted from Family Violence
Department of the National Council of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges, Managing Your Divorce: A Guide for Battered
Women (1998).

Child Support and the Department of Human Services Central
Collections System, Information taken from: Notice to
Custodial Parents Whose Child Support Goes Through the
Department of Human Services Central Collection System
(undated).

T.C.A. §§ 37-2-502, 37-2-503, 37-2-506 (selected sections
dealing with runaway houses)

1l



Legal Advocacy for Child Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence

Introduction

Every two minutes a child is sexually abused in the United States. Diana Russell, David
Finkelhor, and Vincent DeFrancis all conclude in their separate research that at least
one in four females will be sexually abused by age eighteen (Urguiz and Keating, 1990).
Suzanne Sgroi in her research about child sexual abuse determined that one in six to
ten males would be sexually abused by age eighteen (Sgroi, 1978). Research on male
victimization reveals that about 70 percent of male victims are abused by men and 83
percent of sexually abused males are under the age of twelve (Urguiza and Keating,
1990). All of these researchers agree that the large majority of child sexual abuse
incidents go unreported.

More than 3.3 million children annually witness their mother being abused (Jaffe, Wolfe
& Wilson, Children of Battered Women). As many as 70% of children living in homes
where their mother is being abused are also victims of physical abuse and 30% report
being victims of sexual assault as well (Guide for Health Professionals, New Jersey
Women'’s Division). Being abused or neglected as a child increases the risk of juvenile
crime by 58%, adult crime by 38% and for a violent crime by 38% (National Institute of
Justice).

While accurate data on the number of domestic and sexual violence incidents, including
child abuse and child sexual abuse, in Tennessee is not currently available, TCADSV's
network of 71 domestic violence shelters, programs, and rape crisis centers provide
services to more than 65,000 victims annually. Women accessing these services are
often low income and have few resources. A significant number of these women also
have children who are being impacted by the violence.

Both attorney and non-attorney advocates for women and children need comprehensive
information, training, and technical assistance to develop and maintain effective legal
advocacy services. This manual, Legal Advocacy for Child Victims of Domestic and
Sexual Violence, is our attempt to begin to provide this information. It is our hope that it
will provide resources to advocates and stimulate our creative thinking as we strive to
bring about violence-free lives for children in our state and the world.

Kathy Skaggs, Esq.

Staff Attorney
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